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Testimony of  
SUZANNE D. CASE  

Chairperson 
 

Before the House Committee on 
FINANCE 

 
Tuesday April 5, 2022 

 2:30 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308, Via Videoconference 

 
In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 3019, SENATE DRAFT 1, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT 

PROGRAM 
 
Senate Bill 3019, Senate Draft 1, House Draft 1, proposes to require the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) to pursue and obtain accreditation for the Conservation and 
Resources Enforcement Program from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Inc. and appropriates funding. The Department supports this bill provided that its 
passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in the Executive Budget 
request.  
 
In 2009, the Department’s Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement participated in 
the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) formal accreditation 
process. The past effort was stymied by the increased amount of funding needed to implement 
CALEA standards statewide, the costs to continue formal affiliation with CALEA as well as 
frustration encountered with consultation of new policies with the employee union. Due to these 
issues, it was determined that continuing the accreditation effort was not feasible.  
 
The Department is open to participating in the CALEA accreditation process again and believes 
CALEA accreditation will lead to a high degree of professionalism of both DOCARE and its 
Conservation and Resources Enforcement Officers. We note participation will require 
appropriate amounts of funding needed for equipment purchases, training and possibly for 
capital improvements to DOCARE facilities to meet CALEA’s standards. Funding will also be 
needed to maintain formal participation and affiliation with CALEA.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Comments:  

I am available for questions to DLNR.  Please allow me Zoom access. 
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TESTIMONY BY CRAIG K. HIRAI 
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
ON 

SENATE BILL NO. 3019, S.D. 1, H.D. 1 
 

April 5, 2022 
2:30 p.m. 

Room 308 and Videoconference  
 
 
RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill. 

 Senate Bill No. 3019, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, requires the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (DLNR) to seek and obtain accreditation for the Conservation and 

Resources Enforcement Program from the Commission on Accreditation for Law 

Enforcement Agencies, Inc., and appropriates an unspecified amount of general funds 

for FY 23 to be expended by DLNR for this purpose.   

 B&F notes that, with respect to the general fund appropriation in this bill, the 

federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act requires that 

states receiving Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) II funds 

and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief II funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the 

state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the state’s overall 

spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 
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• Higher education in FY 22 at least at the proportional level of the state’s support for 

higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 

and 19. 

Further, the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires that states receiving 

ARP ESSER funds must maintain state support for: 

• Elementary and secondary education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional 

level of the state’s support for elementary and secondary education relative to the 

state’s overall spending, averaged over FYs 17, 18 and 19; and 

• Higher education in FY 22 and FY 23 at least at the proportional level of the state’s 

support for higher education relative to the state’s overall spending, averaged over 

FYs 17, 18 and 19. 

 The U.S. Department of Education has issued rules governing how these 

maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements are to be administered.  B&F will be working 

with the money committees of the Legislature to ensure that the State of Hawai‘i 

complies with these ESSER MOE requirements. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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Testimony by 

Hawaii Government Employees Association 
 

April 5, 2022 
 

S.B. 3019, S.D.1, H.D.1 – RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION  
AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM 

 
The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL- CIO supports 
the intent of S.B. 3019, S.D.1, H.D.1 which requires the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources to pursue and obtain accreditation for the Conservation and Resources 
Enforcement Program from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Inc. 
 
We believe the accreditation will provide the Conservation and Resources Enforcement 
Program the ability to maintain national standards and best practices for the specific law 
enforcement officers within this program. Obtaining the proper training, equipment and 
organizational support will assist the officers in their job performance in serving the public. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of S.B. 3019, S.D.1, H.D.1. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
 
 Randy Perreira 
 Executive Director 
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Comments:  

Allowing accredation for our DLNR officers should increase the professionalism and 

effectiveness of their service.    
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Yamashita, and Members of the Finance Committee,  

I strongly support SB3019 SD1 HD1, which will provide adequate funding and staffing for 

DOCARE specifically dedicated to national CALEA Accreditation, which is a complex and 

long process, and requires substantial annual work to maintain these high national standards.  

Accreditation at this level is not a "one and done" proposition - it requires expertise, 

consultation, collaboration with the national CALEA center, and lots (lots!) of training, 

equipment, staff input, and reporting.  All of this is a good thing, IF budget and staffing are 

provided.  

HD1 is a key amendment: "Your Committees note that the appropriation amount in this 

measure to support the accreditation efforts by the Department of Land and Natural Resources 

should be $1,000,000, with a recurring appropriation amount of 

$750,000."  SB3019_HD1_HSCR1305-22_.pdf 

In my professional capacity as a professor of law at the William S. Richardson School of Law, I 

have worked with DOCARE for over a decade on a number of capacity building projects, 

including designing the "new" DOCARE Academy and, at one point, the CALEA Accreditation 

process. 

I am in strong support of national accreditation and all the benefits that brings for 

professionalism, moral, and performance for DOCARE.  This kind of accreditation can be 

accomplished only with strong administrative/staffing support, dedicated specifically to this 

task, on an ongoing basis.  HD1 proposes the levels of adequate funding requested by 

DOCARE that will make CALEA successful.    

Mahalo for considering my testimony - and for supporting DOCARE! 

Denise Antolini 

Professor of Law, William S. Richardson School of Law 

Note that my testimony is individal not institutional testimony and does not necesssarily 

represent the views of the Law School or the University of Hawai'i. 
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